BARNUM

of the African woman, Joice Heth, and the
sole right of exhibiting her during the unexpired
term of the twelve months mentioned in the
agreement dated June loth, A.D. 1835, in and
amongst the cities of the United States.

She was a great success. When things flagged
Barnum pseudonymously wrote in a newspaper
saying that Joice was only a ventriloquist's
dummy, and the public swarmed in again to see
if they had been humbugged. They had ; but
not in that way, Barnum was a marvellous
" publicity man/' or practical psychologist. He
was far from being above swindles, and if people
believed him when he said that he was showing
a Mermaid he consoled himself by the reflection
that they were amused and no harm was done.
But as his show grew " fakes " became the less
important part in it, and his genius showed itself
partly in giving people what they wanted, and
partly in trumpeting his wares in such a manner
as to compel them to come whether they really
wanted to or not. He had the showman's
f' Walk-up, walk-up " patter in excelsis ; his gift
for expression showed itself in small things as in
large, in his floridly boastful manifestoes to the
world, as in his fertility of nomenclature. What
in instinct it was that made him resuscitate for
Ills first dwarf the name of Tom Thumb and invent
[or his second that of Commodore Nutt!

All through the Victorian era his processions

Dlared their way, with their genial, jocular, quick-

>yed general at their head, along the roads of two

continents.   The   calliopes   brayed,   the   lions
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